Demonstrating the value of palliative care.
Recently, three issues have been covered in the UK nursing press which have highlighted some of the conflicting perspectives confronting nurses today. The first has arisen out of work established in 1995 when an Expert Advisory Group was set up by the Chief Medical Officers of England and Wales to advise on the organization of cancer services. Following wide consultation, the report was launched and is now being implemented (Department of Health, 1995). The framework identifies three contexts in which cancer treatment and care will be delivered - the cancer centre, the cancer unit and the primary care setting - and makes a strong case for the establishment of key specialist nursing posts in each of these settings.